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      Read about sharks. Are they really dangerous, as in fi lms? 1

Did you know humans kill about 40 million sharks every year? Why? There are 
many reasons. For some people killing sharks is a kind of sport, like going fi shing, 
but most people kill sharks for food. 

Sharks are popular food in many countries. In Australia they often eat shark with 
chips. In India people eat baby sharks. People say shark meat tastes very good and 
it is good for you. Fishermen often catch sharks for their fi ns. When the fi shermen 
have taken the fi ns the sharks can’t swim so they die in the ocean. The fi shermen sell 
the fi ns to make soup.

Some people catch them to sell in pet shops or to put in aquariums. Many sharks 
get ill or die in these aquariums because they are not happy there. They want to 
go back to the ocean.

Sharks often die because humans throw rubbish into the ocean. Scientists have 
found tins, boots, handbags and car number plates in sharks’ stomachs. Other sea 
animals die from eating the rubbish that humans put in the ocean. Turtles often 
eat plastic bags because they think they are jellyfi sh.

It was a beautiful day. Many people were swimming in the sea when a shark 
attacked and scared everyone. A true story? No, it’s a fi lm!

In real life, sharks are not very dangerous. There are 360 species of sharks, but 
only four species attack humans. The others are shy! Sharks attack because they 
can’t see clearly. When they look up and see someone on a surfboard swimming 
in the sea, sharks think it is a sea animal that they like to eat so they will attack 
it. Sharks have killed only 40 people since the year 2001. 
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       Now read about humans. Underline fi ve reasons why we 
are dangerous.
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Cover the text. Talk about the photos.3




